
Town Meeting Coordinating Committee 
Minutes for Friday February 22, 2013, 3:00 – 5:00 pm 

Bangs Center Room 101 
 

Present: Peggy Roberts, Mary Streeter, Nonny Burack, Melissa Perot, Alan Powell  
Absent: Carol Gray and Patricia Holland  
 

Peggy called the meeting to order at 3:13pm. 
 

1. Summary Evaluation of Greening Amherst Forum – Peggy observed that many who 
attended the forum were not Town Meeting members, and that there continues to be a 
groundswell of activity, both from the Town and other interested parties, concerning 
“sustainability”, but beyond the scope of our committee. She said that she had gotten favorable 
feedback from several people who had seen the forum on Community Access TV. 

 

2. Town Meeting Member Candidates 
Melissa wondered why a phone number was not required with nomination papers for Town 
Meeting Candidates. Mary explained that much of that research is done by the League of 
Women Voters in the process of assembling data for the “They Represent You” flier. Many 
phone numbers and email addresses are already a part of the database and new ones are 
being collected. She noted that student info can be a challenge to acquire, as many use only 
cell phones. She also noted that some of this info is privacy sensitive and can be an issue when 
people try to contact their unlisted elected representative. Mary said that she was trying to keep 
candidates informed as to their opportunities and options through the Town Meeting page of the 
Town website. Nonny thought that a letter from the League to the newspapers regarding the 
Election Guide and write-in procedures would be appropriate and helpful.  
 

3. Understanding Zoning – Alan rescanned the older paper version of the Zoning Primer and 
made a CD for the Chair. He will continue to work on consolidating the information into an 
editable, single file format that will be easier to update. Mary asked if we should offer to host a 
discussion of zoning with the Planning Board, or just encourage them to attend Precinct 
Meetings and the Bus Tour, as well as the Warrant Review to answer questions about 
upcoming zoning articles. Also, we need to ask the Planning Board about updating the Primer. 
Understanding zoning and upcoming zoning are two separate issues. Peggy said she had 
spoken to Rob Crowner about it, and he said he would bring it up at the next Planning Board 
meeting. 

 

4. New member orientation – There was a consensus decision to ask Barbara Ford to host in the 
hour prior to the first Town Meeting session. Nonny said that she spoke to Ron Bohonowicz. 
Several appropriate venues in the Middle School would be available to choose from on that 
evening, depending on anticipated audience size. She will make arrangements through Debra 
Roussel in the Town Manager’s office for 5:45-6:45pm. The announcement should read “starts 
promptly at 6”.  

 

5. Warrant Review – Planning is being done by Peggy, Nonny, and Martha Hanner from the 
League. The Town Room is reserved for April 23rd from 7:00-9:30pm. 

  

6. Bus Tour – Amherst Media will not videotape the event, Alan will reserve a video camera from 
them and take stills of pertinent sites in advance. We will need a host if Carol cannot reprise her 
role. Melissa will call Pat to see if the bus with a PA system has been reserved. 

  

7. Next meetings: Friday, March 15th at 3:00pm, Friday, March 29th at 3:00pm, Friday, April 12th at 
3:00pm 

 

Documents distributed: 
Agenda 

  Minutes of February 6, 2013 
 

Adjournment moved by Nonny, Seconded by Mary. The meeting adjourned at 4:47pm. 
Submitted by Alan Powell   
Approved March 15, 2013 


